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Sazonov's insistence on this question of Serbian sove-
reignty was further brought to the front on the forenoon of
July 30, when Pourtales finally begged him to formulate
in writing a statement which would satisfy Russia and yet
have at least a prospect of being a successful solution*
Sazonov then wrote out the following "formula:"
If Austria, recognizing that the Austro-Serbian question
has assumed the character of a question of European interest,
declares herself ready to eliminate from her ultimatum points
which violate the sovereign rights of Serbia, Russia engages
to stop her military preparations.62
This "formula," however, represented hardly any con-
cession on Sazonov's part, except that it did not demand
the immediate halt of the Austrian operations against
Serbia. Nor was it likely to prove acceptable to Austria,
even after it was modified at Sir Edward Grey's suggestion,
so as to provide for an Austrian occupation of Belgrade, and
for intervention by the Great Powers. But neither the
original nor the modified formula had any serious chance of
success. It was overtaken by the very rapid course of
events arising from the pressure of the militarists, and
especially by the fact that a few hours after proposing his
formula, Sazonov secured from the Tsar a second change of
mind and final consent to general mobilization.
»
RUSSIAN GENERAL MOBILIZATION ORDERED
It was with dismay and despair that the Russian Chief
of Staff and Minister of War had been forced by the Tsar
to cancel general mobilization on the night of July 29.
But they were determined not to rest until they had per-
to Bethmann, July 30, 1:01 P.M.; K.D., 421, C/. also
K.Q.B., 60; and Pateologue, I, 37 f., who says this formula proposal was
made at 2:00 P.M. on July 30; but PalSologue is mistaken; it was made
earlier, either at 2:00 A.M., as Sazonov stated to Buchanan and Palfologus
(BD,t 302; F.Y.B., 103), or more probably in the late forenoon, as Pour-
talfcs insists (Am Scheideweg, pp. 51 ff,)*

